DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 429 482 



HE 031 857 



AUTHOR 

TITLE 



INSTITUTION 

REPORT NO 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 
PUB TYPE 
EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



MacFarland, Thomas W, 

A Comparison of Final Grades Awarded by Full-Time Faculty 
and Part-Time Faculty by Academic Center for Winter Term 
1997. 

Nova Southeastern Univ., Ft. Lauderdale, FL. Research and 
Planning . 

R98-09 
1998-08-00 
3 8p. 

Reports - Research (143) 

MF01/PC02 Plus Postage. 

*Academic Achievement; Business Education; College Faculty; 
College Instruction; College Students; *Distance Education; 
*Full Time Faculty; ^Grades (Scholastic) ; Graduate Study; 
Higher Education; Legal Education (Professions) ; *Part Time 
Faculty; Psychology; Teacher Education; Undergraduate Study; 
Universities 

*Nova Southeastern University FL 



ABSTRACT 
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and 812 part-time faculty and 63 administrators who taught one or more 
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grades were successful (A, B, C, or Pass) and that the modal grade (33 
percent of total) at the university was an A. It was also found that 
part-time faculty awarded a significantly greater frequency of successful 
grades than their full-time counterparts. These differences were observed in 
the undergraduate studies program, the Center for the Advancement of 
Education, the School of Business and Entrepreneurship, and the Law Center. 
Part-time faculty were in parity with their full-time counterparts in regard 
to the frequency of successful grades awarded in the Center for Psychological 
Studies and the School of Computer and Information Sciences. An appendix 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 



The Office of Research and Planning provided the first comprehensive analysis of grades at 
Nova Southeastern University in 1996. Because of the way data were organized, it was not 
possible at tlrat time to report grades based on faculty affiliation status (full-time faculty and 
part-time faculty). 

The purpose of this report is to build on the prior study and to report on grades by faculty 
affiliation status as well as by academic center.' This report is restricted in focus to all 
standard courses offered at the University during Winter Term 1997: 

■ By focusing on grades awarded only in standard courses, grades in non- 
standard courses (practicum, thesis, dissertation. Major Applied Research 
Project, rotation, etc.) have been excluded from this report. 

■ Regarding the composition of the faculty during Winter Term 1997: 

D The University employed 812 part-time faculty who awarded grades in 
standard courses. 

D The University employed 387 full-time faculty. 

° There were 63 administrators who taught one or more standard courses. 
Among the many statistics presented in this report, key findings include the following: 

■ 87 percent of all Winter Term 1997 grades at the University were successful 
(A, B, C, 70 - 100, and Pass). 

■ The modal grade (33 percent of total) at the University was an "A." 

■ For the entire University it was determined that faculty who are part-time 
employees awarded a statistically significantly greater frequency of successful 
grades than their full-time counterparts. 

■ There were no academic centers where faculty who are full-time employees 
awarded a statistically significantly greater frequency of successful grades than 
their part-time counterparts. 

Although there is a degree of inconsistency in the literature on differences in grading 
between full-time faculty and part-time faculty, this report clearly found that at least for this 
one period of time (Winter Term 1997), part-time faculty at NSU awarded a statistically 
significantly greater frequency of successful grades than their full-time counterparts. 
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Accordingly, it may be useful for center directors to discuss this issue with their faculty to ^ 
see if there is a need for the development of grading rubrics or any other type of action-item 
that may provide convergence between full-time faculty and part-time faculty. It may also be 
useful to repeat this study using data from a future term to see if there are any noticeable 
trends over time. 
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BACKGROUND 



The Office of Research and Planning provided the first comprehensive analysis of grades at 
Nova Southeastern University in 1996 {Grades at Nova Southeastern University: Fall Term 
1993, Fall Term 1994. and Fall Term 1995] 1996). A limitation of that report was that 
grades could only be reported by academic center and not by faculty affiliation status (full- 
time faculty and part-time faculty). 

The purpose of this report is to expand on the prior presentation and to report on grades by 
faculty affiliation status as well as by academic center. This report is restricted in focus to 
all standard courses offered at the University during Winter Term 1997: 

■ By focusing on grades awarded only in standard courses, grades in non- 
standard courses (practicum, thesis, dissertation. Major Applied Research 
Project, rotation, etc.) have been excluded from this report. 

■ Regarding the composition of the faculty during Winter Term 1997 (Table 1): 

a The University employed 812 part-time faculty who awarded grades in 
standard courses. 

° The University employed 387 full-time faculty. 

D There were 63 administrators who taught one or more standard courses 



METHODOLOGY 



The methodology used for Grades at Nova Southeastern University: Fall Term 1993, Fall 
Term 1994, and Fall Term 1995 (1996) was quite useful and this report in many ways 
replicates that prior study: 

1. The computing center provided the original extract file on November 11, 1997. 

This date provided an approximate four month interim from the end of Winter Term 
.1997 and the creation of the extract file, allowing sufficient time for adjustment to 
most Incomplete grades and the posting of any late grades. 

2. The faculty matrix listings prepared by academic centers and submitted to Research 
and Planning were used for information on faculty affiliation status. 
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3. Center catalogs were used for information on standard courses and non-standard 
courses. 

4. The graduate assistant assigned to Research and Planning hand-entered the appropriate 
Faculty JStatus code and CourseJType code for each of the more than 9,000 unique 
course listings identified in the extract file. 

5. Grades in non-standard courses (practicum, thesis, dissertation. Major Applied 
Research Project, rotation, etc.) have been excluded from this report. 

Grades were organized for the entire University and by academic center into two separate 

categories: 



■ Successful grades (A, B, C, 70 - 100, and Pass) 

■ All other grades 

The chi-square test was then used to determine if there were differences in the frequency of 
successful grades awarded by faculty who are full-time employees of the University and their 
part-time counterparts. 



RESULTS 



A summary of successful grades and all other grades by faculty-employment status and by 
academic center is provided in Table 2. Overall, it was determined that faculty who are 
part-time employees of the University awarded a statistically significantly greater frequency 
of successful grades than their full-time counterparts. 

Information about specific grades and faculty affiliation is provided in Tables 3. A to 3.J, 
where grades are identified for each academic center and for the entire University. Among 
the many statistics obtained in these tables, it may be useful to note that: 

■ 87 percent of all Winter Term 1997 grades at the University were successful. 

There was a rather wide variance in the range of successful scores when 
viewing grades by academic center. 

n 94 percent of all Winter Term 1997 grades in the Center for 

Psychological Studies and the School of Social and Systemic Studies 
were successful. 

□ 74 percent of all Winter Term 1997 grades in the School of Computer 

and Information Sciences were successful. 



The modal grade (33 percent of total) at the University was an "A." 

For the entire University it was determined that faculty who are part-time 
employees award a statistically significantly greater frequency of successful 
grades than their full-time counterparts. 

° This difference was observed in the following academic centers: 

• Farquhar Center for Undergraduate Studies 

• Fischler Center for the Advancement of Education 

• School of Business and Entrepreneurship 

• Shepard Broad Law Center 

D Part-time faculty were in parity with their full-time counterparts in 

regard to the frequency of successful grades awarded in the following 
academic centers: 

• Center for Psychological Studies 

• School of Computer and Information Sciences. 

° Due to their limited use of part-time faculty, differences between part- 
time faculty and full-time faculty were not examined in the following 
academic centers: 

• Health Professions Division 

• School of Social and Systemic Studies 

• Oceanographic Center 

There were no academic centers where faculty who are full-time employees 
awarded a statistically significantly greater frequency of successful grades than 
their part-time counterparts. 



SUMMARY 



There seems to be a fair degree of inconsistency in the literature on the issue of possible 
differences between full-time faculty and part-time faculty and the frequency of successful 
grades awarded by these two groups: 

■ Davis, et. al. (1986), when examining grades in a competency-based exit 
examination and grades in the next English course, found no differences 
between students of full-time faculty and students of part-time faculty. 

■ ladevaia (1991) determined that there were no differences in student success 
rates in courses offered by full-time faculty and part-time faculty. 

■ Fedler, et al. (1989) found that part-time faculty awarded the highest grades at 
three separate schools. 

■ Jackson (1986) found that part-time faculty awarded slightly higher grades than 
full-time faculty. 

Although there may be a degree of inconsistency on this issue, this report clearly found that 
at least for this one period of time (Winter Term 1997), part-time faculty at the University 
awarded a statistically significantly greater frequency of successful grades than their full-time 
counterparts. Moehs (1992) discussed the implications of this issue and identified how part- 
time faculty need to know the grading standards that they are expected to uphold. 

Accordingly, it may be useful for center directors to discuss this issue with their faculty to 
see if there is a need for the development of grading rubrics or any other type of action-item 
that may provide convergence between full-time faculty and part-time faculty. It may also be 
useful to repeat this study using data from a future term to see if there are any noticeable 
trends over time. 
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Nova Southeastern University’s Faculty by Faculty Affiliation Status: 
Fall Term 1995 to Fall Term 1997 
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Summary of Winter Term 1997 Grades by Faculty Status: Farquhar Center for Undergraduate Studies 
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Finding; Chi-square = 34.71 and the Null Hypothesis is rejected (p = .001). Faculty who are part-time employees award a 

significantly greater frequency of successful grades than their full-time counterparts. 
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Finding: Chi-square = 113.69 and the Null Hypothesis is rejected (p = .001). Faculty who are part-time employees award a 

significantly greater frequency of successful grades than their full-time counterparts. 
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Finding: Chi-square = 36.15 and the Null Hypothesis is rejected (p = .001). Faculty who are part-time employees award a 

significantly greater frequency of successful grades than their full-time counterparts. 
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Note; Due to the limited use of part-time faculty in the Oceanographic Center, it would be inappropriate to report on the chi- 

square analysis of the data. 
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